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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 JERUSA 00699 I70714Z 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-OI 10-13 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-OI SP-02 
SS-I5 USIA-I5 SSM-05 OMB-01 /086 W 

I70937Z 034600/15 

R 16I430Z MAY 77 
FM AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8974 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
USMISSION USUN NY 

UNCLAS JERUSALEM 0699 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, IS, JO 

SUBJ: WEST BANK DISORDERS MAY 15 

REE: STATE 0644 

1. MAY 15 WHICH IS ISRAELI INDEPENDENCE DAY 
BY SECULAR CALENDAR WAS MARKED BY SCHOOL 
CLOSINGS AND COMMERCIAL STRIKES IN NORTHRN 
WEST BANK TOWNS (NABLUS, JENIN, AL BIREH AND 
RAMALLAH) ACCORDING TO EYEWITNESSES AND 
REPORTS IN JERUSALEM POST. (NO MENTION IN 
EAST JERUSALEM ARABIC PRESS PRESUMABLY BECAUSE 
OF RECENT TOUGHENING UP OP ISRAELI CENSORSHIP). 

NABLUS, TIRES WERE BURNED, PASSING CARS 
STONED AND MILGOV AUTHORITIES IMPOSED A CURFEW 
PARTICULARLY TENSE IN NABLUS BECAUSE OP FIRST 
ANNIVERSARY OF DEATH OF LINA NABULSI, YOUNG 
GIRL KILLED IN DEMONSTRATIOON AS WELL AS RECENT 
DECISION OF MILGOV TO HOLD UP PLANNED TRAVEL 
BY NABLUS MAYOR TO ARAB STATES. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 JERUSA 00699 170714Z 


2. MARCHES BY GUSH EMUNIM SUPPORTERS (REPORTED 
JERUSALEM 644) FROM VARIOUS POINTS IN WEST BANK 
TO JERUSALEM APPARENTLY DID NOT TURN OUT TO 
BE MAJOR EVENT AND NO DISTURBANCES WERE REPORTED. 
DEATH OF 54 ISRAELI SOLDIERS IN HELICOPTER 
CRASH ON EVE OF WHAT WAS TO HAVE BEEN JUBILANT 
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COMMEMORATION OF 10 YEARS OF JERUSALEM REUNIFICATION 
TENDED TO PUT DAMPER ON ALL JERUSALEM EVENTS. 

3. ISRAEL RADIO MAY 16 REPORTS THAT FURTHER 

DISTURBANCES TOOK PLACE IN NABLUS MORNING OF 

MAY 16 AND THAT RABBI KAHANE AND SEVERAL FOLLWERS WERE 

ARRESTED WHILE TRYING TO LAY CORNERSTONE ON 

MR. GERIZIM NEAR NABLUS (SEE SEPTEL). 

NEWLIN 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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